Surmary Report on the occurrcnce end character of a clay bed underlying the

townsite of Albany, Albany County Wyoming.

. The followins report is the result of investipgations made by the writer in

Ceptember 1932,

Ceolorical occurrence: The clay bed underlying the towsite of Albany is

gcolbgically associated with an erosionel remnant of Tertiary scdiments which cover
an extensive arca to the southeast of the townsite. It is in no way assocliated
with the DBenton formation of Cretaceous ege in which typieal Bentonite deposits
of Wyoming oecur, The followling geologieal cross=section illustrates the relation=-

ship of the Albary clzy bed to the Bentonite deposts which occur along the west

flank of Sheep Mountaine sore four miles to the northeast of Albany.

The elay bed underlying the Albany was deposited during mid-Tertiary time
(exact ape untmown) many millions of years after the depositing of the Benton
formation and its ineclud d Dentonite beds,

The clay bed rests cither directly upon or c¢lose to the pre-Cambrian granie
which outcrops just west of the townsite, It is covered by gravel wash from
the mountsin to the west. Its thickness is probably extremely variable cowing to
$he unevences of the floor upon which it was deposited end to the fact that mud
of the oricinal bed bas been removed by erosion. As near as could be detcrmined
its thickness varies from zero to scveral feet.

Charagter: No detailed petrographical enalysis of this clay has been made

by the writer. From its field occurrence and general character it eppears to &



& cedimentary cley mad. up of the decomposed products of the cdjacent granite
grce with possibly additions of voleanic ash which was added at the time of
depostion. The presence of larpe amounts of coarse impurities, such as graim
of quertz and feldspar— such as characterize this clay are not cormon to
{rnical Bentonite,

Uwingz to the irresularities of its occurrence and large amounts of

izpurities this clay in rrr judgement has no comercial significance.

S.H.Knight

Professor of Geolozy



