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Preliminary Map of Landslides
in Wyoming
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Landslides— Land slid e s are  one  of the  m ost com m on ge ologic 
hazard s in W yom ing. The  large st land slid e  com ple x in the  state  is ne ar 
Cod y. The  Carte r M ountain land slid e  is m ore  than 5 m ile s wid e  and  up 
to 20 m ile s long. Land slid e s occur e ve ry ye ar in W yom ing, howe ve r 
m ost occur in re m ote  are as and  d o not typically cause  d am age . W he n 
land slid e s d o occur in populate d  are as, the y can cause  significant 
d am age  and  loss of life . Re ce ntly a fe w notab le  land slid e s, such as the  
Doub le  Draw in Te ton County and  Dry Sand stone  (State  Highway 70) 
in Carb on County d am age d  W yom ing road ways, d isrupting 
transportation and  local com m unitie s.   
The re  are  five  b asic type s of land slid e s that occur in thre e  type s of 
m ate rial. Falls, topple s, slid e s (rotational and  translational), late ral 
spre ad s, and  flows can occur in b e d rock, d e b ris, or e arth. W hile  
ind ivid ual land slid e  type s can occur in nature , m ost land slid e s are  
com ple x, or com pose d  of com b inations of b asic type s of land slid e s.  
M ost land slid e s m appe d  in W yom ing are  com ple x.   
The  ge ne ralize d  land slid e  d istrib ution in W yom ing is shown on the  
m ap. M ost of the  m appe d  land slid e s occur in m ountainous are as with 
le ve ls of pre cipitation significantly gre ate r than in the  state ’s b asins.   
Local ge ology, ge ologic structure s, hyd rology, and  pre cipitation are  
the  prim ary contrib utors to land slid e s. Hum an activitie s such as road  
construction and  surface  wate r d ive rsion can also have  an e ffe ct on the  
occurre nc e  of land slid e s.    

Com pile d  b y
M artin C. Larse n and  Se th J. W ittke

Octob e r, 2013
M od ifie d  from

 Case , J.C., and  Hallb e rg, L.L., circa 1990, Unpub lishe d
1:24,000-scale  pre lim inary land slid e  m aps in W yom ing.


