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THE B TATE OFP WYONI NG,
OFFICE OF STATE GROLOGIST,
CHRYRINE.
March lst, 1910;

Hon. Bryant 7. Brooks,
Governor ol Wyoming,
Cheyenne, Wyoming.
SIR:

In obedience to Sects 7, Chap. 45, Session Laws of Wyoming Ter
1901, 1 hand you herewith my report as State Geologint for the
year 1909, giving you information ms to the extent and character
of work performed by this office, together with the fiscal re-
port of all monies received and expenditures wade in connection
therewith, which I trust will meet your approbation.

1 feel constrained to reiterante the observations i.de Ly
my predecessor, Professor Henry C. Beller, which were in effect
that the legislature of the Ctante should make more adequated
provisions for the support and extension of the work of thie
office, or else that the office be pretermitted.

The work of the office Suring my administration, ocircume
soeribed as it has been, by the meagre contingent of §1000.,00
per year, was devoted to what in my best judgment conduced
"to encourage the growth and development of the mining industry"
of the State, as has been prescribed by the lawmaking power,
viz., to visit and inspect the various mining camps of the State,
making either requested or voluntary examination of mines and
prospects, and giving to the operstors thereof my opinion as to
the best methods of scientific development, and handling of the
oress In Turtherance of this ifdea as to what was the best

method of promotiing the development of the mining industry in

the State, about June 1lst. %299 1 left cheyenne by private
»
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conveyance for the purpose of visiting all of the active mining

camps north of the Union Pacific Railroad, in the State, which

xpedition occupied three months, and caused me to cover approxim
tely seven thousand miles. The primary reacson for making this
rip was to bring the office of Gtate Geologist in practical
ouch with mining sections of the S8tate which had come to the
ront by reasson of recent railroad extension in the central and
northwestern sections of the Stute, and which it might be said
has not been visited and reported upon by former incumbents of
this office. It gives me pleasure to inform Your BExcellency that
|y observations lead me to believe that perhaps the most valuable
nineral sections of the State have been brought to light by
recent developments in the asbestos fields of Converse and
fatrona Counties, and in the copper camps of "remont and Big Hom
Counties.
I have the honor to bhe

Very respectfully,

ETATE GTOLOGIST.




INSPECTIOH OF MIN®S OTHWR THAN COAL MINES.

I beg leave to report that under Chapter 35, Session Laws
of 1903, which provide for the Stnte Geologist to be exeofficio
inspector of mines other than coal mines, that the only mines
actually operating in the State which came under the purview and
purpose of this Act were the iron mines of the Colorada Tuel &
Iron Company at Sunrise, Wyoming, the Copper Felt Mine at Rawe
hide Puttes, the WilliamseLuman Mine at Copper lMountain in
Fremont County, Wyoming, and the lew Rambler lMine in Albany
County, Wyominge.

Officially 1 visited, made an inspection of the machinery
and appliances used for mining at each of Lhese properties, and
found them abreast of the mechanical appliances used in modern,
soientific mining, and every safety device provided which might
be claculated to insure the safety of the operatives.

Wepecially have the iron mines of the Colorado Iron &
Fuel Company been equipped with every mechanical device necegone
ry for the comfort, convenience and safety of the men employed
therein.

During the past year no aerious accidents have been ree
ported in connection with metaliferous mining in the State; and
none have happened which entailed the loss of life or limb, or
caused thirty days loes of working time.
nder the provisions of Chapter 162, Session Laws of 1909
any person who knowingly makes or publishes in any way whatever,
or permits to be so made or puilished any book, prospectus,
notice, report, atatement, exhibit or other publications of or
concerning the affairs, financial condition or property of any

corporantion, joint estock company, coepartnership or individusl,




which said book, prospectus, notice, stiutement, exhibit or other
publication, shall contain any statement which is fnlse or
wilfully exaggerated, or wnich is intended to give, or which
shall have Lendency to give, of which is intended to give, or
which shall have tendency to give, & less or greater apparent
value to the shares, bonds or property of said corporation,
joint stock association, co-partnership or individual, or any
part o” said shares, bonds or property, than said shares, bonds,
or prop=rty, or any part thereof, shall really and in fact
poasesa, shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and upon convicte
ion thereof shall be imprisoned for not more than ten years or .
fined not more than ten thousand dollars, or shall suffer both
said fine and imprisonment." 1In view of which provisions, after
the office of Stute Geologist had received repceated and emphatie
complaints of frauds being perpetrnted upon eastern inveators
with reference to certain alleged mining locations in the

county of Crook, near the town of Yoorcroft, I deemed it my

duty to make an examination into the facts and conditions said
to obtain there. As a result of my examination I found that
certain eastern mining sharks, te wit, Denoon and Tranter, had
located about four hundred pretended iron claims, and upon the
asame ground had located also about the same number of Bentone
ite claims, the existence of whiceh was only manifest by notices
posted on the ground here and there, without any work of any
character having been done to justify any pretense of a legal
location of mining claims under the United “tates and State laws
All of these pretended mineral locations had been recorded in
the office of the County Clerk and liecordes of Crook County,

pretended location cettificates had been mafle
and copies of sail leged mineral locations to eastern investe

the basis of sales of
orss Judging from the number of complaints received by my
office, and from conversations with persona coversant with the

operations of these parties, it was estimated that probably




$300,00.00 had been obtained fraudulently from eastern investors
Other parties besides thosenamed were engaged in the same une
lawful practices, including sales of pretended o0il claime to
eastern parties.

As a result of my investigations 1 laid the information
1 had obtuined before the Attorney General of the Stute, only
unfortunately to learn that the law was ex-post. facto to the
comuission of the crimes heretofore described, and was advised
to take the matter to the United States authorities, which I
dide The 'inited States authorities upon investigation found
that the fraude had been carried on through the express office
and not throuih the United ftates mails, and therefore refused
to initiate prosecution.

Launter when I brought to the attention of the legul de=
partment of the State Administration other instances of the
violation of this law, 1 was informed that it wotild be futile to
press the matter, in as much ag there was no appropriation
available to pay the expenses of prosecutions under the law.

I am of the opinion that this is one of the moat vital
and valuable provisions of the law for the promotion, both of
the mining industry of the State, and the protection of the ine
vestors outside of the State, who rely not alone on the wisdom
and integrity of our laws, but their faithful execution also,
and I therefore siuggest that it would be the part of a wise
publf&iéﬁ?'future legislatures to make an adequated appropriae
tion to defray the necessary expenae of prosecuting all ine
fractions of this most salutary law.

Under the provisions of Chapter 33, Session Laws of 1900,
providing that the Gtate Geologist may make examination of and
report upon mining prospects, undeveloped cil or coal lands or
other form of mineral deposit, I beg leave to report that a
great number of requeats for such examination were made to thisg

office, which necording to the representations of the




petitoners transparently failed to meet the requirements of the
law, which made it incumbent upon the Stute Feologist to nake
report upon same; other ocauses which probably prevented me from
making examinations, were my prolonged absence in making the exe
tended tour of the mining sections of the central and northern
portions of the State, and my protracted ill heal th after my
return therefrom.

One examination and report, made in consequence of the
provisions of this wise and beneficient law was of the property”
of the United States Asbestos lining & Pibreizing Company,
located on Casper Mountain in Natrona County, the meat of which
report I take the liberty of incorporating herein, because

in my judgement it imbodies the iruth with reference not dnly

to the specific property examined, but gives my szeneral views as
to the producing power and value of many other prospecis along
the belt of the ashestos zones in ‘atrona and Converse Counties,
VWiyoming, which belt in my opinion is destined to bLe the thealre
of the chiefest and most remunserative mineral production of the

“tate, aside from that of coal. The portions of the report to

(Y

which I desire to call attention, are as followes

Casper Hountain, which is the western end of the axis of
the asbestos zone, may be regarded as the Northwaest
extremity of the Laramie Nenge. The liountain is an
Anticline with due Past and Vest trend; broken by a gret
fault which extends parallel to the strike along the
Horth front of the Mountain. The old formation South of
the fault risges in great height, forming Casper MNountain,
and exposing a granite and schist core which is traversed
by great bands of Terpentine Asbestos carrying rock.

The following sketch by Y. H. Darton, U. 8. G. 8.,
gives the cross section of the mountain south of Casper
and through the property of the U, 8. Asbestos Mining and
Piverizing Company.

(8Bketch Cmmitted)

The property is developed by about thirtye-five pits
surface cross cuts and tunnels. I examined about twentye
five of these workings and fcund chrysolite asbestos
fiver in each. This mineral is found in regular minerale
ized dikes or veins in the serpentine rock. The serpen
tine forming quite a large part of the core of the
fiountaine The gquality of the asbestos fiber found on

. § this property is a very high grade cross fiber chrysolite
© equal in my judgment to the Cahada fiber mined at the
same depth.

I noticed that as depth was gained on the veins the
fiber became more silky and soft; this is due to the
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fact that asbestos has a certain per cent of combined

water, and by being exposed to the elements for ages it

loses some of its water and becomes a little harsh. The
color of the fiber is of a greenish white.

The fiber of this property ranges in léngth from
one=sixteenth to one and one=half inches, and in nmy
opinion on many of the claims it composes from 10 per
cent of the vein matter mined. Some of Lhene veins are
from twenty to thirty feet wide and will probably prove
in some instance to be widers, I am of the opinion that
about ten per cent of the fibre mined will go as No. 1
grade and bring a very high price, besides this you will
have Mo« 2, 3, 4, and 5 grade which are very valuable,

1 desire to say that whilet 1 am convinced from a thore
ough examination of the asbestos fields in Central Wyoming, that
they are of greater extent and value than any cothers known,
with equal development not excepting the celebrated Thetford
and Plack Lake regions of the Province of Guebec in Canada. It
is greatly to be regretted that the development of the asbestos
industry has been and will continue to be for sometime greatly
ratarded and crippled by an unwise and exorbitant capitalization
of the several companies which have monopolized practically all
the known prospects opened in the countiry. When a reorganizatio,
of these corporations shall have been effected, and a capitale
igation of them commensurate to their revenue paying capacity,
founded upon the production of the mines, is had, then, and not
ti11 then, will there be that industrial development of the
region which its merit justifies. There may be justification
for the capitanlization of corporations working extensively
developed and producing asbestos mines at ten or twenty million
dollars, but to incorporante mere prospects, no matler how
promising at such figuree involves the companies themselves in
suicide, and carries upon its face transparent fruud upon the
peneral public which is invited to invest in stocks

iUnder Chapter 92 of the Nession Laws of 1905, known as
the Voluntary Iublicity Law, by virtue of which mine owners
may make sworn statepents to be filed in the office of the

Htate Oeologist, in the mining register kept in said office,




showing the value and condition of their properties, only one
sugh report has been presented and filed. All interest seems
to have been lost in the provisions of thie law by the mining
industry of the ftate, and I am of the opinion that there
views are correct, because the public put no faith upon what is
regarded as a selfeserving voluntsry report upen a mining proe
perty, naturally made by one who is not an expert and whose
views are naturally colored by his interest in the properiy.

1 have the honor to submit herewith my expense account
from April lst, 1909, to Yebruary lst, 1910:

Traval ing B):paﬂﬁQB-—-nn--nn-------ona---n-.’& 150.90

Board, while travelingeeeseecmsccceceme== 148,10

¢ tenographer and typewrliierseseeccescec-we 103.00

PQB tﬁgeh---nu--n-u—-ﬁ——----n----u---—---- 20. 70

lecords, =tationary and printingeeeccsces 49,356

Papers, magazines and DookSeewsemenescees  18.75

FO marded--u------ - .- - 490 . 80

T 764.60

FRlance 01 NIATI e e w o o v o o 0 o o o 000 0 0 o o o o o0 o 235,40 “

00.0

Previous to my extended tour of examination of the
mining camps of Central and Jorthern Wyoming in the month of
vay last, I visited the Grand Rncampment District in southern
Carbon County, Wyoming, and found the industry in that section
both as to mining and reduction of ores paralyzed in consequence
of stock jobbing operations of similar character to those
which had been so common in the mining camps of the West, and
to the baneful effects of which more mining failures are due
than to any other casuse. Ihis wae made the more apparent when
it wnes reslized that such great producers as the Rudefeha or
Perris-Haggerty lMine was idle. My examination of the forme
ations and inspection of the mines and prospects in what is
kmown as the Grand: Bncampment District convince me that how-

ever great and exceptional has been the production and output




of the Rudefeha mine, it will be duplicated by other mines in
the Diatrict as soon as scientific and extensive development
work has been vprosecuted.

During the past year the “ew Rambler in scuthern Albany °
County has resumed work and is turning our large quantities of
its unique ares, carrying gold, platinua and copper, which
demonstrates that the closing down of the mines in that section
south of the Union Pacific Railroad doee not signify the exe
haustion of the ores, but rather arises as generally when any
greant mine suspends operations from friction between the owners,
or from some fraudulent disposition on the part of owners or
atockholders to moneopolize the property. My understanding,
however, with reference to this partiocular property is that its
resumption of work ocecured in consequence of the exténsion of it
the Laramie and Hahns Peak Railroad to Centennial, which
shortened the wagon haul of the output of the mines some
thirty mil es.

On June the first, 1909, 1 left Cheyenne on the general
tour of inspection heretofore referred to, taking in first the
iron mines in Sunrise Park and the Hynds copper mine near
Vartville. As hereto fore intimated wny investigation in
connection with the iron mines, with the orees and output of whih
both the scientific and industrial publiec are acquainted, was to
ascertain in particularly the conformity to law in the matter
of safety appliances, and devices in use. I might eay,
parenthetically, that the cutput of these celebrated mines for
the year 1909 was about 600,000 tones. The high quality of the
hematite ore being fully sustained.

The Hynds mine heretofore mentioned deserves emphatic
consideration, from the fact that after having patented for
twenty years without any development made upon the ore body,

which was sticking out of the ground for all of that time, it




became a large producer of exceptionally high grade copper ore,
as soon as a few feet of drifting was dones At the time I
visited this new Laramie County copper producer there wag about
600 tons on the dump, which would average not less than twnetye
five per cent in copper. “*"my opinion this phenomenal mine will
be shown only to be representative of many others of similar
character eventually to be opened up along the copper belt
reaching from Cunrise fark to the old Nichigan mine in Muskrat
Canon, covering a distance of twentye-five milesa.

As exemplifying my theory of the extentive and valuable
copper belt just spoken of, 1 may mention the fact that at
llawhide Tuttes is loented what is known as the Copper Jlelt
Mines Company, the chief shaft upon which has reached a depth of

8ix hundred and forty feet, in connection with which there is

about 3500¢ feet of underground workings. <‘he openings in this
Lina show at numercus places large bodies of ore carrying in
about six per cent of copper and appreciable values in gold and
silver. The company is developing this property and is =
expecting to put up reduction works for their own ores the come
ing summer. Along this copper belt between Sunrise Fark and
buskrat Canon, in my judgment occurs the most remarkable surfact

ion anywhere
indieat of rich copper laesds #0 be found,in the weste

Prom Hartiville I made a deflection into Halleck Canon to
examine the well known graphite mines of that loeality, and
found verified what I had often heard, namely, that the largest
mnd highest grade bodies of amorphous graphite in the world
ocecured in th:t cnnone.

After leaving Laramie County, I visited what is known as
the Yorth daramie Teak Kining Pietrict, which I found to be a

very highly mineralized and promising region. 7The mine which I

showed. the: greate=t development, into which I was able to effect




entrance, wres the Three Cripples Mine. This mine had a ninety
foot ohaft on a large lead of pyritic iron, carrying values in
copper, gold, cilver and traces of nickel, it being in my
Judgnent a most promising prospect.

FProm this point our route carried us through the asbestos
fields heretofore desecribed, and on the values of which in my
opinicn teo much emphasis cinnot be laids

Owing to information obtained at Casper that there wae no
activity of any charncter in the 0alt Creek 0il Fields, I did
not vieit them. DRut since that time I am gratified to report
to Your Excellency that work has been resumed extensively in
the district, and that a number of wells have bheen sunk and
other are being sunk, from wh ch the most satisfactory resﬁlta
are being obtained, giving promise of the shipment of oil from
the Salt Creek wells to the railroad at an enrly rday, or cone
veyance of the oil by pipe line to the railroad.

‘Then 1 reached Lander I vieited Lhe Dallas Cil Pields,
which are being exploited and developed by the Col. ™. H. Power
Le2asing Companye I found most extensive operations being pushed
in the nature of opening welle, reservoiring the oil, and trane
sporling it by a ten mile 9ix inch pipe line t¢ the railroad,
where it is being shipped to the Bastern market in tank ecars
owned by the Fower Leuasing Company itself. I ascertsin that
the orthwestern Hailroad was using the 0il for fuel in gene
erating steam to propel its rolling stoeck, which of course is a
most important factor in the future development of the fields,
giving as it does, a home market for the product. 1In the
Dallas (il Fields there have been 7irilled up to the present
time about twenty produecing wells, the ofl being obtuined from
depths ranging from 200 to 1500 feet. I was informed that
contracts had been let by the company for the sinking of seven.y

encouraged
five additional wells, the management ha?ingm%eeenbygre:at.ly,‘en-

countering permanent saturated oil sands.




netween the Dallas 0il Pields and the Tahnsberger Vell,
thirty miles distand to the northwest of the Dallas Fields, the
country is being developed by a series of 0il wells. 7The Hahnee
berger well nt a depth of 1500 feet disclosed thirty feet of
1iquid asphaltum, running 78 5/10 asphaltum, thus showing as
high grade as any other well in the United ftntess All the
conditions point to & revival of the oil industry in Central
Wyoming, the operations being upon alegitinmate business basis.
1t does not now seem that any adverse condition, either commere
cinl or with reference to transportation can uech longer delay
the development of the wonderful oil fields of the ntate, and I
prediet that in the near future Wwyoming's oil production will
rank among the State's fore-most sources of revenue.

Owing to the fact that the South Pass = Hiners Delight
zold section had been so fully and recently covaraed by bulletines
{asued by my predecessor, Prof. H. C. Beeler, in connection
with the other fact that there is very little activity existing
in the section, I didi not make any extended examintation of
the existing conditions lhere, and only suggest that any one
dieiring information oan secure the publications made by this
office, heretofore referred to. 1 am familiar with the 1=
formationa and ores of the fiouth Pass country and do not
hesitnte to prediect that when transportation facilities carry
cheap fuel to the camps, and scientific reduction is applied
to the ores, there will be developed one of the greant gold
producing regions of the llocky Mountainse.

Bin route from Lander to the real wilderness of the State,
southeast of the National Park, I encountered and made close
examination of a number of very large dikes of conglomerate
and pegmatite, which 1 have since ascertained carried from

€2,00 to $4.00 in ;old which will ultimately be saved by

cyannide process, the industrial possibilities of such re-




duction being grestly economized
water powers at hand. 3t may be
transparent source of the placer
found in paying quantities along
Shoshone.

Southeast of the lational

on account of the available
gaid that these dikes are the
zold, which has recently been

the Wind River as far down as

Park about thirty miles on the

Buffalo Fork River, one of the tributaries of the8hake, running

west through ldsho to the Pacifi

¢ Yecean, ocoures a mineralized

section known as the uffalo Fork Mining District. The forme

ation in this section is an uplift of granite, schist and

diorite thrust up through sedementary rocks. -he ores occur as

copper silphides found in very large veine, the average value

being from 4 to 7 per cent. Trom my examination of the work

which has been done, covering several hundred feet of shafts and

drifte, 1 am satisfied this will

ultimately be a very valuable

copper producing section of the State. lts development is being

retarded now by wuant of transpor

tation facilities, but it is con,

fidently believed that the Chicago & Northwestern coast extension

will prss through the section at

no distant day.

At Copper Mountain, notorious as the locus of the great

williamge-Luman mine, 1 found tha

t conditions had greatly luprove

by resson of the cinfidence given by the completion of the

Boysen Dam, which will furnish cheap electric powercto the mine,

and the building of the Purlington extension through the canon

and along the Toot of the mountains to within; ten miles of the

camps Outside of the WilliamseLuman mine developsaint work had

been suspended to a large extent

on account of adverse iLrane

aportation con'd.i.r.j.on-a!l but as soon as the facilities above

mentioned become available a number of valuable prospects will

be developed into paying mines.

in the Willaimse~Luman mine is be

At the present time the work

ing concentrated upon the fourth

level of its 800 foot shaft, in which large amounts of very

high grade copper ore are being blocked out. Xecently the e




Graw mine, which has been more extensively developed than any
other at Copper Mountain excepting the WilliamsoneLuman has been
sold, and the purchasers are preparing to install adequate
machinery for its deep development.

Near Thermopolis I visited the sulphur mines kbeing operat-
ed extennively by the Wyoming Sulphur Company. They are manu-

L racturing and shipping about 75 téng ofirefined sulphur weekly.
This sulphur industry is destined to be one of the largesti and
most profitable in the United Gtates, as the ore ocours in ine
exhaustible quantity, making the output simply a una ter of the
extension of machinery Tor nining and reduction.

Aftexr leaving Thermopolis I went to and examined the gas
fand 0il fields of the Grey Bull sections <‘hig is one of the most
renarkable fields of the characterin the United Statess Vhen I
wag tl'xerc:;lggde been rdaveloped about eight gaue wells of immense
proportions. ODome of them carried as much as 480 pounds rock
pressure. -.he gas from these wells conducted through pipe lines
to Tasin, the county seat of 1ig Horn County, is being used to
both 1ight and heat the city. It will also be used at the town
of Greybull. <he oil which comes from the Crey Bull Tield is of
& very superior illuminating quality, carrying a very large per
cent of kerosine and gasoline, and is of & paraffine base. At
Byron and Gurland, about twentyefive miles northewest from Orey
Bull, even finer illuminating ocils occur in a number of wells
than at Orey Bull, and in that section it is contemplated in the
near future to erect and operate a rafinery. 1t may be said,
without exaggeration that probably the oil fields c¢f Big Horn
County are equally if not more valuable than those in the southe
ern sections of the State. At Cody which is about fifty miles w
west of Rasin, and on the same oil belt, in two welle the same

character of high grade illuminating oil has been discloned,




hug proving the great extent of the liig Horn oil section, and
[he certainty of finding o0il by sinking wells to a moderate depth
The precious minerals in Big HMorn County, so far discover-
redand exploited, are at Kirwin, in the south central part of thke
County, and in the Junlight Basin in the northewestern part. 1In
fthe Kirwin District a very large amount of development work has
been done disoclosing valuable veins, carrying lead, gold and
pilver, which will become producers as soon as the projected
Fpur of the Burlington Railroad reaches the ocampe
In the Sunlight Masin probably occurs one of the most
valuable and promising mining camps,not only of VYyoming, but of
the Weat. In this basin ocours extensive porphyritic formations
in association with the granites and schists. Anterior to the
discovery of the mineral belt in Bunlight Basin it had been
thought that there were no occurences of porphyry in the State,

which seemed to hold good for the Central & Southern parts, but
tnihh has been disproven both in “unlight Basin and in the Hear

odge mineral diastrict of Crook County. The ores occur in Sune
Eight Basin in large veins, cutting through the precipitous
formations, and carrying large values of gold, silver, copper an d
in some instances lo.de Pufficient development has been done on
a number of veins spoken of to demonstrate their continuity with
depth and the uniformity of values they carry. Another phe=
nomenal feature of thies section are the gre-t porphyry dikes,
which are impregnated with copper, similar to the “Wly cection of
Nevada.

In this sam:e Dasin occur immense deposits of sulphur #¥hich
will ultimately be great revenue producers. ‘he district possees
sses immense and rendily available water power. i{nis Bunlight
Bagin is peculiarly inaccessible at present to transportation, in
being almost fmpossilbe to haul the ores by wagon out of this
badly broken section to the railroad at Cody or at Bear Lodge,

Montana. As soon as transportaion facilities reach the Sun-




light Basin it will, in my opinion, quickly take rank as a
mineral producer of high grade copper and gold ores, with any
region of equal aresa in the nited States.

In the Big Morn Mountains in ﬂheridqn County, Jjudging
from the samples of ore furnished to me by prospectors, there
are numercus localities which would justify exploitation, but as
I am informed only surface work has been done.

One of the min ral diastricts of the State, the value of
which I desire to give special emphasis to , is the Dear Lodge
District in Crook County, about eight miles west of “undance,
the county s=at. This like the Cunlight Basin is a porpyhritic
region, porphyry predominating over all other character of
country rock. The veins are very large in width and carry low
grade gold values in association with florine. [(he sample:
ansgays taken by me showed values ranging from four dollars up,
which aettle the question thuttggea which are amenable to the
cyannide process are of sufficient average value to insure rich
returng from their mining and reduction. 7The western portion of
the district also shows large veins of good grade copper. -hie
section #ill develop into a very valuable and extensive producer
of minarals.

Very considerable activity is being shown in the o0il
fields contiguous to “ewcastle, in Weston County, and some
valuable wells have been brought ine 1 did not make an exhause
tive examination and study of the field, but am of the opinion
that it will bscome a remuneratiive producer of high grade oils
with scientific exploitation.

This extended tour heretofore described, of the miqing
regions of Central and lHorthern Wyoming, by which I caloculated
to esducate mydelf as {o their minersl resources, and commercial
and economic advantages, ended about the first of “eptember,

1909, and I contemplated a similar tour for the same purpose of




the mineral sections of the southern part of the State last
Fall, but was prevented by protracted ill health from doing.
In conclusion 1 desire to say that in my judgment the

undavel oped mineral resourses of the Siate are more varied and

!

probably of equal value with any similar area in the Vest, but
their industrial development has been peoculiarly retarded by
gaveral causes, now fast disappearing. 7The first of these,
thoroughly understood by everyvody, has been inadequacy of
transportation facilities, due to the fact the few rail roads
whic¢h nave traversed the State did not pass through or reach
near to the mineral sections: And second by "wildeatiing® that
commen curse of all new undeveloped and promieing nmineral sece
tions. And third by reascn of the fact that practically all
capital which has eritered the Stute has heretofore been absorbe
ed by its great animal industries of cattle and sheep raising.

1 desi e to say in connection with the forgoing that the
Btate at the present time, is practicrlly clean from "wildcale
ting", and will become abaolutley so if the provisions of the
law know as ‘lenate File No. 77, relating to Talse and exaggernte
ed statements or publications as to mineral holdings by

corporations and. individusls is wisely enforced.

STATH CROLOGIST,




