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REVIEY OF OIL OPLRATIONS Iu GHE LARANIG BASIN.

lany of the o0il prospects described in Press Bulletin lio. 4,
enti tled, "Some 0il Prospects in the Laramie Basin anc Present Develop-
ment," are now thi.gs of the past and others are still being drilled,
so that it seems advisable at this time to review these operations
with a short statement as to the failures and a discussion of the

chances for obtaining o0il remaining in the unfinished operations.

Rock Cresk.

In the Rock Creek field several companies have abandoned
their wells located outside of the structure; namely, the Associated
0il Company, the Inland 0il Company, and the Blackstone Salt Creek
0il Company. it is also reported that the Laramie-3ed Desert 0Oil
Company is pulling the casing in its well in Section 18, T. 20 N., R,

77 W., with a view of abanconment. These feilures, together with

that of the Producers and Refiners in Section 36, 7. 20 Ny :Re 78 Way
indicate fhe producing lim§.ts of the Rock Creek field. 1t is a lomg
and narrow struc~tm.-e and, -owing to the very sharp dip of the formations,
especially on the cast side, it will no{t extend more than a quarter of
a mile east of the axis md not much more than a half mile west of it,
although it has been proved to ke about 33 miles lc‘mg. A carcful ex-
criination of the structurcl contours indicate that aout 1100 acres will
be productive. his office has riade an investigation of the procuction

from the NEJ of Section 34, ©. 20 N., R. 78 W., which is State land,



and decline and future production curves have been constructed. From This
curve it was estimated that the lz2ase would produce, in the future, about
23,000 barrels of oil per acre. 4issuning for purposes of comparison that
the entire field would run the same amount of oil, the total future pro-
duction would be slichtly over 25 million barrels. However, it is thought
that this is ratner @ lar;e estimate for the reason that all the field is
not as good as the NE} of Section 34 and that it would be rmch safer to
estimate the future production of the 3ock Creek field at 20 million
berrcls. The Ohio Oil Company is the only producer in the field, as it
holds under leases all of the possible acreage. The daily production
is about 6000 barrels, which is about 80 per cent of the capacity of

the wells. There are 7 new wells being drilled in this field at the
present time and one rigged up ready to be spudded in. The average
production of the flowing wells is about 400 barrels per day. There

is a gasoline absorption plant in the field operated by the Armstrong

Company, which is procducing about 2000 gallons per day.

Cooper Cove.

Five attempts have been made to put dovm 2 well in Cooper
Basin by the Uteh Oil ané 2afining Company. “hree of the wells went
to considerable depths cnd the last onc reached a2 depth of 4570 feet
when the hole was lost by collapsing the casing witl the tools in the
hole, At the time drilling had ceased there were good indications
of reaching the luddy sand within 2 short distance, probably 200 feet,
Gas wos. founé in the Shimnon sand end gas @d oil showings were found
in the iall Creek sand. 1t is very unfortunate indeed that the well
could not have been decpered to the producing sand of the -iock Creek
field. slthough nothing definite is known, it is éredicted that the
Compeny will start ancther well in this structure in the hope of getting
a shallower location. Those interested in this operation have had
no reascn tc change their minds in regard to the structure containing

0il, althcugh they were disappointed on account of the great depth of

o



the sand. It is very possible that & new location one-quarter of a
mile west of the present location will orffer an opportunity for much

shallower drilling.

uealy, James Lake, Two Rivers, Sodergreen.

The Quealy dome, which was tested by the liatador Petroleum
Company, proved to be & failure. A few barrels production was found in
the liovry shale at a depth of 3400 feet, but the iuddy sand was found fo
be watér~bearing and likewise the Dakota. This very small production
in the liowry shale was not considered sufficient to justify making a well
out of it.

The James Lake structure has been abandoned, the test of the
Cactus Petroleum Company in Section 32, T, 18 l., R. 75 W., having
shown water in the ‘/all Creek and Muddy sands.

For the same reason the Ohio Oil Company abandoned its test
well in Section 33, T. 18 ll., R. 74 V., in the Two Rivers structure.

West of James Lake the Vestern Petroleuw Ccmpany has sus-
pended operations indefinitely at about 3000 feet.

The Sodergreen anticline also proved to be a failure and has

been definitely abandoned.

Big Hollow.

In the Big Hollow regicn some tests are still being drilled.
In the so-called Swindle Top done the Briggs Oil Syndicate is making
its second a2ttempt to reach the Muddy sand in Section 32, T. 16 N.,
T. 74 W, This outfit has taken over the 0ld ./yoming-Spindle Top
Company and intends to go through with the test. The well is now down
535 feet., It is reported that a fine showing of oil was struck in the
top of the Iuddy sand in the first well which was lost through the care-
lessness of the driller without penetrating the cap rock. In Section
18, T. 15 H., R. 75 V., the Big Hollow Drilling Syndicate is about ready
to resume operations and complete its well which is now at a depth of

about 1500 fest.



To the north of the Big Hollow in what was called the llandel

structure, the .ssociated Oil Company abandoned the hole in Section 11,

T, 16 N., Re 76 W., after finding the Imddy sand to contain water.

Lake BHattie.

West of the Bic Hollow in the Lake Hattie structure, the
Centennial Valley 0il Company has resumed operations after a winter
shut-dovn. The well is 5100 feet deep and is believed to be in the
cap rock of the Dakota sand. There is a strong showing of o0il in
this well, but the amount cannot be determined until the water is shut

off and a test made, which will be done in the very near future.

Rex lLake.

The only remaining known structure in the basin is the so-
called Rex Lake dome, which has not as yet been drilled. it is 1§~
cated in T, 16 ., Re 77 V. It is believed that this structure is
as good as any in the basin and, although it will be rather deep
drilling, it is the opinion of many geologists that it deserves a test

and no doubt will be drilled sometime.

Conclusion.

Summarizing the above, there were ten wildcat structures in
the west Laramie Basin, which are named as follows: Cooper Cove,
Quealy, James Lake, “wo Rivers, Rex Lake, landel, Spindle Top, Big
Hollow, Lake Hattie, and LHodergreen. Of these the following have
been tested and found wanting: Quealy, James Lake, Two Iivers, Mandel,
and pcssibly Big Hollow. Those in which tests have nct been ccm-
pleted are Lake Hattie, Spindle Top, Cooper Cove anc. possibly Big
Hollow., The chences for obtaining o0il in these four structures are
still goocd, as likewise cre the possibilities in the 2ex Lake structure,
which has not beeun tested. Therefore, there being four or five chances
still left in the west Laramie Dasin district, 211 of which are located
on well-cefined structures, it behooves us not to become discouraged and
give up hope of ever obtaining another Rock Creek field in the Laramie

Basin.



