Csptain Bonmeville, in his explorstions in what iz mow the State
of Wyuming, woes probably the first white man to give to the world the news
that petrolems deposkts existed hare. in 1833, this fameus explorer found sn
oll spring nesr shore Lander now stands and in what e now the Iallas Field.
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used the sesping petrolews for nmnecianting the jolimts of their pesies to maks the
animals go faster, they slso used it a8 & medicine.

Gsptain Bomneville revcrded the luestion of this oil sesp in his
report e the Uar lepartuent. There the repori was plgecuhulec wnsil after
the Civil Wer days snd in 1866, Gemeral Gomnor sent & man nemed John O, Flere
to Fort Aridger 10 confer with a Judge Usrter at Port dridger, Juige Carter
being the Post Trader, Judge Garter had reported that petreiecum sespages were
notiosble near the Part, Flore had bad somw experiense in 0Ll (vesk Valley
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Conuor to examine the seep nesr Jurt Bridger.

#lere approved the findings of Julge Uurter and these two men formed
;mummmtuﬂﬂxhﬁﬁummmﬁwwm.
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Penngyivanla ss best ms Flers owld recall, were heamered cut un & Wleckemith's

it & dopth of BU feet, the tools entervi & crevice snd the baller
came wp full of oil at every run. The work wae all done by man power, the old
spring pele method of idoking dewa & well belag used sad Yho baller wus reised
iy hand,

So far os the meager records go, this well prodused sbout 1850 barrels
of oil before it caved in, This oll scld fram {20 tc {25 per derrel and 4%
tmﬂﬁl‘h“tmtﬁn&lﬂ”ﬂh““ﬂd&mmﬂm
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Jwige Carter died shertly sfter and Plere solé his share to the Qar-



ter hoirs, Giese luter gleansd wmt the old well and pontimied the drilling dowm
to 100 feet with an inoremse in the vrodustion. This oll wes marketed losally
and to the rallrond without sny attempt at that time te refine 1t., lLater 1t

wos heated to drive off the lighter nspthas as these highly inflsmable vapora

and guasolines were useleas in the ecomomy of the West st that periecd.

ihe sele of the crude oll from this well begen o imterferc with the
shipments of oils from the Pemmsylvenis regions snd ax sgent for an eastern
oll cempeny cwme west and swosesded in buying the well. It was immedistely closed
in and a8 no more work was dome towsrds clesming out, the cavings that wers com-
tinually dropping in from the walls of the hole, soon £illad it up snd ceased
proéuetion altogether.

In the mesntime, the Lormon cwrwven paseing through whet is now
kuown a8 the Bessamer Send country, found some oll seeps there that ylelded
some oll for their wagens. leter travelers enlarged the seeps by digging pits
#nd sume of these were put down 30 to 40 feet, bolng sbout slx or elght feet
Bquare. later the town of Bessemer wos staried end o well drilied that felled
to find any produeticn whatever. £11 that remaina of Besseuer now is the faint
outiine of the strests through tie ssge brush end the sellars where the hiuses
atood,

ibe Frameh Ol1 Cu.,composed of Precch cepitsl in the main, drillesd
& well ¢a bugout Oreek thet slse came im dry.

In 1881, & Dr, Grefi of Omsha, Nebrasks, formed » syndioate snd pure
clused the oll seup dissovered by Captain Bonmeville, lu the Popo igie Valley
and ealled the Pope Agle oil sprisg. e pwoduct was merketed for medlcinsl
purposes and slso for lubricsatien, This not provieg very remmerstive, the
Dootor sud his sssooistes then desided to drill seme wells and in 1853 snd
1884, three boles wers paut duwn with tosla mede losslly and patterned after a
sot that had been purchesed in the Pemssylvaals oil fields snd shipped te
Hawling, then hauled seross o lLander. '

The production fram the three wells wus narketeé at the stations along
the Unlem Papdfic Rellrosd snd hsuled to the shipping polats with string tesms.
Later the refined olls frem the Pemmsylvsnia refineries graiually drove the
hotvy biack oil from the market. The wells nesr Lunder wers banked uwp with



dirt and sbandoned for the time being.

In 1868, P, K. Bhasuon, an vil cperster frem Bradford, ?mlwu,
traveled west on & trip of plessare in the main., Re left the rellrosd at
larwnlo sad journeyed vver the truckless plains ncorthwerd, expeoting t¢ reach
the Northern Pacifio in Hontans end Jouraey beck %o his esetern heue by that
routa,

i cowbey describedé an oil seep to Mr. bhanmon mad laterested the oil
operator to o extont that he weus off his oourse to view the seep. He lumse-
dlately becsnw inserssted ami the rest of the hunting trip wss absadossd, He
roturued t0 Jrudford after negotinting for varicas holdiugs in wiat is now the
Salt Creek Fleld, then Mr. Swnmn moved s drilling waehine by reil to larsmie
anit heuled 1t by hersss swe 400 uiles seross to the present Ualt Gresk ares.
The drilling orew wes slse brought from buck la Pesmsylvenis wnd waen hese
kgn gaw the vhite ilnorustations of alkeli slong the benks of the strems that
oube the Salt Creek fleld wies, they erronsvasly celled 1t salt without imves-
tigating 1t very closely sni thus Siw seme “Seii Oreek” wes evolved.

Mr. dWeasos baaled his drilling wsokine scross ene of the greatest
¢il fleids the worla has ever kuows, te drill for the mwmll wells in the Shanmen
pool 8% the nerth end vf e fleld. Whe Tirst well resched a deépth of sbout S00
feet in the Tall of 1086 wnd found oil. &y 1895 the produotion sucunted to
2,500 barreis per yesr und was beliy hauled wy string temws to Casper wud shipved
froa tha$ point, |

The deepust well lu Wyeeing wes drilled in the Siupsen Kidge Fleld,
in Carbon County, by m Producers & Hefiners Corporstiiomn, with owble tools.
Tiais hole resched & depth of 0,04) feet bub falleé o Lind suy produclag suad
ani was abendonod &8 & dry hele, loostlen desllun LU-21-80,

The lergest ofl well fwund i Wyewiug was the Bo. J0L well of tiw
Moweoth 041 Co. on Teapot Duwe. This well fownd & mhale puciket at 1,820 feet
and prodused st the rete of 28,000 dauvels dally far six dags sud thwu bridged.
It vas drilled with esble tools smi wes iecebed en Seotion B-36-78, It is shut
dewm et present but vus capable of & nouinsl preduction ot the time it was shut
in.



Yne borgest gas well was probebly the Midwest Reflining Ove's big gasser
in the Litvie Suffalo Basin Field. This well was estimated at 130,000,000 feet
daily whea it came im snd it is losated on Seotion 12-47-100, It wee drilled
with eable Sools.

ihe Werss Ho. 8, drilled by the Froducers & Sefisers Cerpuration in
the iest Uoldier sieid, may slse have been the largest gssser in Wyeming. It
is located cn Sestion V-d6-89,
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